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“I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race,

I have kept the faith.”

(2 Timothy 4:7)
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Born   on 4th January, 1933 in Melbourne, Australia
First Profession  on 31st January,  1954 at Salesian College Rupertswood
Landed in India  in February, 1954
Priestly Ordination   on 8th April, 1964, at Dominic Savio,  

Tirupattur by Rt. Rev. David Marianayagam SDB.

1964 - 1965 Don Bosco, Liluah, Kolkata   Catechist, School & Boarding
1965 - 1972  Don Bosco, Park Circus, Kolkata  Asst. Principal, Technical
1973 - 1974  Don Bosco, Liluah      
1974 - 1980 Don Bosco Technical Institute, Okhla Rector
1980 - 1981 Don Bosco, Park Circus, Kolkata  Administrator
1981 - 1987 Don Bosco, Bandel, Kolkata  Rector
1987 - 1991 Don Bosco Azimganj, West Bengal Administrator
1991 - 1994 Don Bosco, Kokar, Jharkhand  Administrator
1994 - 2000 Don Bosco, Kokar, Jharkhand  Rector
2000 - 2003 Don Bosco, Alaknanda, New Delhi Administrator
2003 - 2009 Don Bosco Yuva Sadan, Jabalpur  Rector
2009 - 2014 Don Bosco Technical Institute, Okhla Vice Rector & Administrator
2014 - 2018 Don Bosco, Alaknanda, New Delhi Spiritual Director

Died on 16th September, 2018  
 at Don Bosco School, Alaknanda, New Delhi.

FR. BRIAN KEVIN DIAMOND

A SERENE & CHEERFUL SALESIAN 
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A Grace-Filled Life, A Saintly Person...

A grace-filled life, a saintly person...  A familiar voice, a footstep, a shared memory 
has suddenly disappeared and cannot be recreated. It is so hard to believe that Fr. Brian 
Kevin Diamond is no longer among us. Though advanced in years he was very much 
part of our lives and the lives of so many others. Now all we have are memories. All the 
little things he used, his autobiography, all his photographs with us, his souvenirs and 
pictures, are only a half-image of Fr. Diamond whom many loved and appreciated. The 
pain and the real image are carried in our hearts.

One red rose or a wreath kept on the coffin of Fr. Brian Kevin Diamond speaks more 
than a shop full of flowers. Death, like love, is a very intimate thing, too precious even to 
speak about. This is our tribute to a faithful son of Don Bosco, our way of saying thanks 
to Fr. Diamond for having shared his life with us. He gave each one of us so much joy and 
happiness during his stay on earth. So this is our act of love, a humble act of thanksgiving.

It is never easy to accept death, but there are times when it comes as a blessing. We 
give thanks to God for the life of Fr. Brian Diamond and pray for him because we know 
that in many ways his death was a blessing. He had a happy long life and for which 
we are grateful to God.  Only during the past few months he had little to suffer. So 
the sadness of his loss is tempered with the knowledge that now his suffering is over.

Fr Babu Varghese SDB
Rector, Don Bosco School, Alaknanda
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 The one thing that was absolutely clear with Fr. Diamond was that he was a friend of 
the Lord. He had an easy familiarity with the Divine Master. He had a sense of the all-
pervading presence of God at all times. He was able to relate the events and happenings 
of his life to the presence of God in the most natural of ways. He had a sense that God 
was close to him, that God was calling him to a better and happier place when the 
struggles of life would be over. Physically he seemed to look so exhausted during the 
last few months as the age and sickness took its toll. But no matter how he looked, I 
always felt small in his presence. He was a genuine person and he brought God’s love into 
our midst. He was so cheerful, so contended. He was a person of real depth. 

Fr. Diamond had a sharp sense of God’s presence that flowed into the values around 
which he organized his life. This he expressed in his extra-ordinary loyalty to moments 
of community prayer and in his devotion to personal prayer. His regularity in prayer, 
his presence with the community in moments of prayer even when he couldn’t read 
was amazing. The word ‘saintliness’ would embarrass him but a lesser word hardly 
describes a person so touched by the finger of God. God was there in the bits and 
pieces of his every day, in the silence and stillness of his life. So let us thank God for 
the example his life gives us, for the lessons that we imbibed from him about living 
well and dying well. 

Fr Diamond was a pious man, a loving father, 
an exemplary religious. His love for religious 
poverty was evident from the way he lived. 

His old age was gracefully spent; kind, smiling 
and cheerful. There was never a complaint 
from his mouth. Even in his old age he kept 
his youthful spirit as a Salesian. He had a 
strong conviction and a fervent interior life 
rooted in the Lord. Anyone would envy his 

serenity, his calmness, his peacefulness, 
his quietness. Nothing 
perturbed him, nothing 

agitated him. He 
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was a model of a serene Salesian 
to all.

Our lives are the richer for knowing 
him. Our lives have been blessed by 
his presence. An ordinary person, 
yet God has done wonderful things 
through him. He has touched the 
lives of so many young Salesians 
during the years of their formation. 
He has left his impressions on 
innumerable students of our 
technical and academic schools. He 
was a loving father to every young 
person he came in contact.

Every life that has been lived in 
fidelity to God is a victory. That’s 
what we appreciate and remember 
as we look at Fr. Diamond. We 
appreciate Fr. Brian Diamond who 
answered the call of the Lord and 
walked close to him as a Salesian 
missionary till his death.

In this world where ‘give and take’ 
is an art, we just cannot forget the 
flowers that bloomed and emitted 
their fragrance. We appreciate the 
quality of his life. We appreciate 
his sense of hard work, his total 
commitment to his Salesian 
vocation and the depth of his 
religious life.

May the good Lord be praised each 
day for the life of Fr. Diamond. 

May he grant him eternal peace. 

That’s our prayer as we pay tribute 
to this faithful Salesian. 
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Fr. Brian Kevin Diamond was born on 4th 
January, 1933 in Melbourne, Australia, as 
the only son of Arthur Diamond and Marie 
Trowbridge of Irish-English origin. He 
had an only sister Elizabeth (Beth), three 
years younger to him. He writes in his 
autobiography that the 1930s, being the years 
of the world’s greatest depression, were 
difficult ones for his middle class parents 
struggling to pay off the debts of their newly 
built home. In the following years, they also 
went through grim and uncertain times due to 
the World War II. However, the parents were 
great believers with great trust in God. 

Fr. Diamond recalled with fondness that at 
the age of 14, an incident connected with the 
ordination of Bishop Bernard Stewart who 

A LIFE  
THAT  
INSPIRES…
Fr. Jose Mathew SDB
Provincial,  
Salesian Province of  
Jesus the Good Shepherd, New Delhi

6



while chatting outside the sacristy with the 
altar boys after the ordination ceremony, 
jokingly placed his skull cap on his head 
and exclaimed: “We could ordain him 
tomorrow!” This incident had already placed 
the seed of priestly vocation in him. 

He also narrated another significant event 
that shaped his life. The final year students 
at St. Kevin’s, where he was studying were 
invited to join a weekend Spiritual Retreat 
at the Jesuit retreat house in Watsonia, a 
Melbourne suburb. It is during this retreat 
the he was most touched by God’s grace. On 
arriving home after this retreat, he broke the 
news somewhat hesitatingly to his mother 
that he had definitely decided to become a 
priest. But he says that knowing his 
changing whims and fancies, she had 
well founded doubts. After all she 
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was familiar with several of his outlandish dreams including joining the army, or going 
to sea. She only told him to think well and finally make up his mind. He recalls in his 
autobiography that though he was the only son, his mother never stood in the way of 
his missionary vocation. Rather she encouraged him in his vocation, no doubt at the 
cost of many sacrifices.

He further recalls that the family used to have frequent railway journeys up and down to 
Melbourne during the years that they were in Bendigo. In one of those journey’s while 
approaching Melbourne the train passed alongside the famous 800 acre Rupertswood 
Estate which was destined to become the Salesian college and mother house in Australia. 
He said that his mother pointed it out and remarked that it was the place where the 
Salesian cared for “bad boys”. This apostolate for wayward youngsters attracted him. 
The thought of dedicating himself as a priest working for youngsters in an agricultural 
technical setting fascinated him. 

Thus he went to meet Fr. Bartholome Fedrigotti the Rector there and this meeting 
further cemented his desire to be a Salesian. 

After the novitiate the superiors decided to send him to India for the post novitiate formation. 
He said that it was really sad parting especially from his ailing dad who was struggling to 
move about with a walking stick. He never realized that it was the last time that he would 
meet him. So he reached India at the age of 21 and ever since continued to live and work 
here.

In 1957 he was assigned to Liluah for Practical Training, after his philosophy and 
graduation in Sonada. During these years he really proved what Salesian friendly 
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presence and assistance to the boys of the School and hostel meant. After his successful 
stay of three years, he made the perpetual vows there on 6 Jan 1960. The same year he 
moved on for Theology to Shillong. He recalled that it was a wonderful and enriching 
experience there. He met some of the veteran missionaries of the first group of Salesians 
who came to India and who made valiant contributions to the Assam Mission - Br.

Cid, Br. Conti, and Fr. Bars. He saw for himself the fruits of the ministry of others 
like Fr. Vendrame, Fr. Piasecki, Fr. Ravalico, Bishop Ferrando and Bishop Marengo. 
He was able to marvel at the wonderful plan of God that unfolded there in the prolific 
growth of the Salesian Missions in the North-East.

But the wonderful hills of Shillong heard the boom of 
the Chinese canons and they all fled down to Krishnagar, 
later to the safety of Kotagiri where he completed his 
Theological studies. It was at Tirupattur that he was 
ordained a priest on 8 April 1964. That day was made 
extra special by the presence of his only sister Beth, who 
came all the way from Australia for the celebrations.

As a priest, he was back to Don Bosco Liluah for six 
months as the Catechist in the School and Boarding. 
But the technical section of Don Bosco Park Circus 
wanted him and he was the Assistant Principal of 
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the Technical section from 1965 to 1972. 
During those years, he would see the need for 
more Brothers to run the Technical School 
and always took keen interest in vocations to 
Brotherhood.

His own technical bent and dedication was 
unmatched. He was back in Don Bosco 
Liluah in 1973 for another year. Then it 
was felt that the young Technical School at 
Okhla, New Delhi, needed the experience 
and single heartedness of one like him. So 
we see him for the first time outside Bengal. 
As the Rector of Don Bosco Technical 
Institute, Okhla for six years, he pushed 
forward the Institute, in its early years, 
uniting the confreres around the mission 
and leading them in Salesianity. The great 
distance from Calcutta, and the vast work in 
the North of India made him look forward to 
the expansion and division of the Province, 
which he saw fulfilled in 1996.

His next stint was in Park Circus as 
Administrator, but with special care for the 
little formation centre for Brother Vocations, 
a project he nurtured with love. In 1981, he 
continued to accompany young people in 
their vocation journey when he became the 
Rector of the Apostolic School in Bandel. 

Many Salesians are beneficiaries of his 
loving and caring guidance. 

Many a Salesian around knows his care and 
concern for guiding young boys in holiness 
and discernment of their vocations. From 

Bandel we see him moving once 
again as an Administrator, this time 

to Azimganj. This was a true 
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example of complete religious obedience. He knew nothing of the language and it was 
into a totally different setting. Yet he just obeyed and trusted in God and moved on. 
One can imagine the type of Bengali that he spoke there with an Australian flare!  His 
interest in bringing up the village boys and his keenness to make the fields productive 
are all part of the folklore of Azimganj.

But superiors felt that good as he was at all that, he was better in a Technical school. 
So he was back at Kokar, Ranchi from 1991 to 2000, the last six years as its Rector, 
where again he took care also of Brother Aspirants. His zeal and concern made him 
work for the expansion and development of that mission. He struggled through the 
multitude of problems of electricity, lack of quality of education, poverty etc.  Salesian 
spirit and fidelity to the Salesian style of working for the young were the hallmark of 
his character.

Next he moved to Don Bosco School, Alaknanda where he worked wholeheartedly as 
the Administrator from 2000 to 2003. The staff and students of Don Bosco will bear 
witness to his commitment and hard work. From 2003 to 2009 he was the Rector of 
Don Bosco Yuva Sadan, Jabalpur, giving his very best to enthuse around sixty aspirants 
and a dozen of young Salesians with a sense of commitment to their religious vocation. 

We can visibly see the commitment and holiness of this genuine follower of Jesus 
in his own words: “I have landed in a very fertile patch of Don Bosco’s garden, 
where I have been privileged to exercise an apostolate among poor and needy 
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youngsters, be it in technical or academic 
schools or in aspirantates. It has been a 
joy to introduce youth to Don Bosco’s 
spirituality and sure path of holiness. 
Given the opportunity to begin my life 
over again, I would not hesitate to follow 
Don Bosco.”

From 2009 to 2014 he was back again in 
Don Bosco Technical Institute, Okhla as 
its Vice Rector and Administrator. Finally 
from 2014 to 2018 he was at Don Bosco 
School, Alaknanda in Prayer ministry. He 
would spend many hours in the Alaknanda 
chapel conversing with his Master.

While Fr. Brian was not in the best of 
health for past few years, his quick demise 
has taken all of us by surprise. Life’s 
fragility is manifested again. In many 
ways, Fr. Brian Diamond has touched 
all of our lives. While our calling and 
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vocation come from God, He allows us to be instruments to each other in that call 
and Fr. Brian was certainly an instrument of God’s unconditional love for each of us. 
Faced with death, life might seem absurd and meaningless. But looking at the lives 
of a genuine  human being like Fr. Brian, we see clearly the immense good God can 
achieve through our lives, if we are gripped by His love and allow God to rule our 
lives. 

We offer Fr. Brian Kevin Diamond back to His master whom he has served so 
faithfully and with much love and sacrifice. We can also hear him say with St. Paul, 
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim 
4:7). And certainly he has already heard the voice of his Master “Well done, good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 
into the Joy of your Master” (Mt.25:21).
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Fr. Brian Kevin Diamond, true to his name was a Diamond, crystal clear, firm of 
character, durable, decisive and a rare Gem. A Salesian missionary for 64 years of which 
54 years he lived as a committed Priest. Today he leaves behind a great legacy of simple 
holiness, dedication, serene commitment, trusting obedience, depth of spirituality, 
nobility of character, sensitivity to the disadvantaged. The spark of divine call made him 
deeply pious like his parents and very hard working. His fulfilled life is a call to each 
one of us, particularly the younger generation to take to heart his invitation, to allow the 
Spirit of the Lord to set us on fire with love for Jesus and follow Him after the example 
of Don Bosco. He was convinced that fidelity to the spirit of Don Bosco is a sure means 
to lead youth to Jesus in this new millennium.

Dear Fr. Brian diamond, in the name of all the confreres of the provinces of New Delhi 
and Kolkata, and all the friends and well-wishers I thank you for being such a wonderful, 
noble and genuine human being, loving and caring priest and a magnificent model of 
a life of consecration lived with serenity and faith. You may move from our sights but 
never from our hearts. We know that your death is not extinguishing the light but only 
putting out the lamp because the dawn has come for you. We shall continue to miss you 
deeply. May the angels of God carry you into His bosom! Intercede for us and continue 
to love and care for us from heaven, as you have been doing all these years here on earth. 

Adieu Fr. Brian, till we meet at Jesus’ feet.

Fr. Jose Mathew SDB  
(Provincial, Salesian Province of New Delhi)

In the death of Fr. Brian Diamond the congregation and our country has lost a valiant 
missionary, a committed Salesian, a hard worker and a fine human being. We mourn 
his loss and pray God to reward him with eternal bliss for the good life he lived and the 
many lives he touched. The Province of Calcutta owes a huge debt of gratitude to him 
for the excellent services he rendered to the communities of Liluah, Park Circus, Bandel 
and Azimganj. Everywhere he endeared himself to the boys and the confreres by his 
endearing qualities of head and heart. He lived a life of exemplary spirituality with 
deep simplicity and humility. He showed deep concern for the well-being of all and 
his death is an irreparable loss for all of us. May he rest in peace.

Fr. Nirmol Gomes SDB  
(Provincial, Salesian Province of Kolkotta)
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Uncle Brian was always a positive man who drew happiness from the simplest 
of things in life. A rare quality! His humility was extremely admirable and I 
was always in awe of him and his calmness and tranquility. He was a man that 
you could sit with and he would say very little but be at peace with himself and 
comfortable in the company of others always. His dedication to his priestly 
vocation was enormously strong and humble. 

On each occasion that he would return to Melbourne he would bring small gifts 
for us. He would eagerly hand them out to us and watch our reactions as we 
opened them up. He was a kind, gentle and loving man and he will be missed 
greatly.

We are so pleased that he was so well cared for within the Salesian community 
and we cannot thank you enough for the loving care and devotion shown to him, 
particularly in these latter years as he declined in health.

Fr. Brian has 2 nieces and 2 nephews here in Melbourne. Annette and her husband 
Warwick, Fiona, Justin (myself) and his partner Jacqui and the youngest of 
nephews Julian. He also has 4 grand-nieces, Mia, Molly, Annabelle and Eillish. 
In addition he has 2 cousins on his father’s side and they are Pat and Geraldine. 

We thank God for the fruitful life that he had and all of the good work that he 
was engaged in during his ministry. We know that he is now with Our Lord 
in the Kingdom of heaven and being well rewarded for all that he gave to 

others. May he now Rest in Peace.

Justin O’Donnell  
(Nephew - Son of Fr. Diamond’s only Sister Beth O’Donnell)
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Fr. Brian Kevin Diamond nurtured and 
helped many of us Technical school boys 
during our traineeship. I am indebted to 
him for the solid basic trade skills that I 
received at Don Bosco Park Circus, that 
has helped me to be a success in life. I 
still have the bookmark that he gave me a 
couple of days before he returned to India 
on his last visit. May his soul eternally 
rest in peace. 

As Fr. Brian Diamond shook hands with 
each one of us, we could immediately sense 
a degree of quiet professionalism, a gentle 
air of quiet serenity and finesse. As he lay 
in his coffin, what remains as imprints on 
our minds are his qualities of selflessness 
in spirit, his dogmatic perseverance, his 
emulation of the dictum of work is worship, 
his zeal for duty and his adaptability to 
different places, languages and facilities. Fr 
Diamond had soft serene ways; he balanced 
the Christian conscience with his loyalty 
to service. He was a man of God whose 
mission was to speak of the divine and live 
within the design of divinity. He balanced 
his life beautifully and we must take a leaf 
out of his life and live in the same accord. 
Fr Diamond was the epitome of a true 
missionary. 

Father Diamond is a brilliant Priest 
and man. He provided us with a great 
education that allowed us to grow and 
prosper.  May his Soul Rest in Peace and 
may his memory shine through all of us 
who were privelged to know him.  

Fr. Diamond will be sorely missed by all who knew him as a good friend and teacher. 
His inspirational and educational input during our apprenticeship years has indeed held 
us in good stead in all our future endeavours, in the field of workshop practice and 
tradesmanship. He maintained a sense of ongoing camaraderie among those who were 
his pupils, back in the early days of DBTI.

Michael Newbond  
(Pastpupil of Don Bosco, Park Circus)

Uma Nair  
(Retd. Teacher, Don Bosco Alaknanda)

Colin Ayo  
(Pastpupil of DBTI, Okhla).

Rae D’Cruz (Pastpupil of DBTI, Okhla).
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FR. BRIAN KEVIN DIAMOND 
Born on 4th January, 1933 in Melbourne, Australia.  

Died on 16th September, 2018 at Don Bosco School, Alaknanda, New Delhi.
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